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Martha Dantas was teacher of Didactics of Mathernadit the Faculty of Philosophy of Bahia from 1962
1968. Her contributions for Mathematics Educatiofrazil are recognized since she was honouredesident

of the First National Meeting of Mathematics Edimat held in Sdo Paulo (1987), when the Brazilian
Mathematics Education Society was founded. Indestik, was a very active promoter of key events in
mathematics education in Brazil. She organized-tts National Congress of Secondary Mathematiachimg
(Salvador, 1955), a pioneer professional meetintp®farea in Brazil and Latin America. Some yeatsr| from
1965 to 1968, she coordinated the Section of Ma#ties of the Centre for Teaching of Sciences ofiBah
which conducted experiments on geometry teachinggugeometric transformations and published two
collections of mathematics textbooks for primarg aecondary education.

Martha Dantas was born from a typical aristocrégimily of landowners with active participation ifigarchic
power relations that ruled Bahia along many timéndst always studying in private religious schoalbe
finished Normal Course of Ursulines School for giaihd obtained a Primary Teacher degree in 1941942,
she was approved on the official public exam and a@pointed Teacher of a Public State Primary Schde
following three years, while teaching, she contthigtudying tonight in State Secondary School of iBah
because it was necessary doing a scientific preggraourse to submit for Faculty of Philosophy,end she
planned to study mathematics. In fact, she was thebinin 1945 and obtained a bachelor degree in ,18&r
doing courses of calculus, algebra, geometry, machand physics, the same offered at Polytechoiod,
because her teachers were engineers. One yearitate948, after doing courses on didactics (sogglof
education, cognitive psychology, biological foundas of education, general didactic, education rgangent,
and applied didactics of mathematics), she obtamédence degree and became able to teach mathermat
secondary schools. So, in 1949, she was approvéleoofficial exam and was appointed Mathematiesher

of the same Public State Secondary School shethdied three years before. This same year, IsdissAhead

of the Faculty of Philosophy, invited her to be titencipal of Faculty's School of Application, atitee years
later, 1952, he made another invitation for hemlogiog Faculty's professor of didactics of matheosati

Martha Dantas was fluent in French, Germany andigingShe received publications on Mathematicshizar
from Europe, so that she was up to date with tkernational news of the area. In 1953, she visgeljium,
England and France educational institutions, iriclucthe Centre International d'Etudes Pédagogicukes
Sévres, where she interacted with Lucienne FéliMarceline Dionot. The activities promoted by the
Association des Professeurs de Mathématiques deseignement Secondaire Public (APMESP) and the
activities carried on by the teachers of the NoegeClasses introduced by Gustave Monod's Reforatigr
impressed her.

As soon as she returned from Europe, Martha Damggemnized the National Congress on Secondary Tegdii
Mathematics, held in Salvador, Bahia, in 1955. sTwas the first of five congresses held until 1986en the

sequence was interrupted because of the dictapordhartha Dantas attended all of them and attertded
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Second Interamerican Conference of Mathematics &ahucheld in Lima, 1966, when she presented artepo
mathematics teacher's training in Brazil.

At last, but not at least, during the sixties, MarDantas took a very important part on the foupdihinstitute

of Mathematics of University of Bahia, where werfeed the first courses on modern mathematics for
secondary teacher in Bahia. In 1965, she becamelioator of Scientific Section of Mathematics o&thew
Centre of Teaching of Sciences of the UniversityBahia, which she conducted experiments on geometry
teaching using geometric transformations and alsservice training for mathematics teachers. Thiésend of
this period, she published two collections of mathéics textbooks for two different levels of secand
education.

After the University Reform Law of 1968, Martha Das became Titular Professor of the Faculty of Gtlan

of Federal University of Bahia, successor of theversity of Bahia, where she continued doing didact
experiments on mathematics teachings and teachimges for mathematics teachers training. Aftaringt at

the end of seventies or beginning of the eightsf® continued active attending professional megtamd
coordinating pedagogical experiments until the ehtthe century, when she was arriving. After hghgy years
birthday, in 2003, her healthy conditions were thet same and she stopped almost completely heegsiohal

activities.

Figure 1 — Martha Dantas. Opening the First Congress sgesk855

Figure 2 — From right to left: Osvaldo Sangiorgi, Martharibss,
Martha Blauth and Jairo Bezerra (the last on tfig Eat took part
of all congresses from 1955 to 1962.
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